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1. Before Gomer’s Captivity (1:1 – 2:23)

     a. Signs to Israel Before Gomer, Hosea's Wife, Went into Captivity
          (Hosea 1:1  – 1:9) – 760–756 B.C., Israel

        1). Jezreel, a Son – A Sign Of The End Of Israel (1:1-5)
        2). Loruhamah, a Daughter – A Sign That God Would No Longer Show Love To Israel (1:6-7)
        3). Loammi, a Son – A Sign That They Are Not God’s People, And He Is Not Their God (1:8-9)
     b. The Lord's Commentary on the Pre-Captivity Signs

          (Hosea 1:10 – 2:23) – 756 B.C., Israel

        1). A Promise of Restoration (1:10 – 2:1)

        2). A Promise of Judgment (2:2-13)

        3). A Second Promise of Restoration (2:14-23)

2. After Gomer’s Captivity (3:1 – 14:9)

     a. Signs to Israel After Gomer Returned From Captivity
          (Hosea 3:1  – 3:5) – 756–720 B.C., Israel

        1). Gomer Redeemed from Slavery – A Sign that, as Hosea Loves Gomer, so the LORD Loves Israel (3:1-2)
        2). Gomer Returns from Slavery – A Sign That Israel Will Return and Seek the LORD and David their King (i.e., the Davidic King, Christ) - (3:3-5)
     b. The Lord's Commentary on the Post-Captivity Signs
          (Hosea 4:1  – 14:9) – 720 B.C., Israel

        1). Two Calls for Judgment on Israel for its Spirit of Prostitution (4:1 – 5:15)
            a). Judgments On the Israelites (4:1-19)

            b). Judgments On the Priests and the Royal Houses (5:1-15)

        2). Three Calls for Repentance (6:1 – 14:9)
            a). Israel Calls Itself to Repentance (6:1 – 10:10)

                (1). The Call (6:1-3)

                (2). The Rejection by the LORD (6:4 – 10:10)

                     (a). The Reason: Disappearing Love (6:4 – 7:16)
                     (b). The Result: Judgment (8:1 – 10:10)

            b). The LORD’s First Call to Repentance (10:11 – 13:16)

                (1). The Call (10:11-12)

                (2). The Rejection of Repentance by Israel (10:13 – 11:7)

                (3). The First Promise of Restoration (11:8-11)
                (4). The Judgment (11:12 – 13:13)
                (5). The Second Promise of Restoration (13:14)
                (6). The Judgment (13:15-16)
            c). the LORD’s Second Call to Repentance (14:1-9)
     Hosea [c. 750-715 B. C.] centers his message on what Jehovah is and does for Israel, in contrast to Isaiah who centers on what Israel is for Jehovah. (Vos, Biblical Theology, 254) The prophets often refer to the LORD as “Jehovah of Hosts,” which is a way of emphasizing his omnipotence. This may refer to his power over the stars of heaven, the angelic hosts, or Israel – either its people in general or its armies in particular, but probably has particular reference to the angelic hosts. Hosea also deals much with the emotions or affections of God. “Most of the material for this is found in Hosea and the second part of Isaiah.” (Vos, Biblical Theology, 275). “What other prophets affirm concerning God in terms of will and purpose Hosea expresses in language suffused with emotion.” (Vos, Biblical Theology, 275). Among other things, he speaks of God’s hatred (9:15), his desire (longing, strong desire) to punish Israel (10:10), his anger (11:9; 13:11), and his loving-kindness (2:19). Hosea treats the covenant with Jehovah both as a marriage (13:5) and as a legal arrangement (8:1), but primarily as a marriage. Vos says that Hosea is the chief source of our knowledge about the nature of the marriage covenant between Israel and Jehovah and that we learn the following 5 things about it: “(1) The union originated on the part of Jehovah … (13:5) … (2) The relation had a definite historical beginning (13:4) … (3) Though the union originated effectually on Jehovah’s part, yet Israel was led freely to enter upon it … (11:4) … (4) Although the berith is thus traced back to its highest ideal source in the nature and choice of Jehovah, it nevertheless established a legally defined relationship. The marriage exists under a marriage-law … She is legally guilty. Jehovah has a ‘ribh’, ‘controversy at law’ with Israel, 4:1.” … (5) The covenant is according to Hosea, as it is to all N. T. writers, a national berith. It was made when the descendants of Abraham had come to form a nation (11:1).” (Vos, Biblical Theology, 280-284).
     “With him [Hosea] it is the conception of Jehovah as the marriage-Lord of Israel that has at nearly every point shaped his presentation of the subject. … Sin is to Hosea want of conformity to the ideal of marriage-affection and loyalty. (4:1; 5:7; 6:7; 7:13; 11:12; 7:16; 10:2; 8:12; 4:10-12, etc.).” (Vos, Biblical Theology, 297 ff.).
     “Hosea reaches a profound conception of its [sin’s] character as a disposition, an enslaving power, as something deeper and more serious than single acts of transgression. It is a bent rendering its victim unable to reform (5:4; 7:2).” (Vos, Biblical Theology, 300).

